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For as long as man has roamed the earth, so has his companion, Equus Caballus/ equine (the horse).  It is one of the greatest partnerships that mankind has ever benefited from.  The horse has played a changing but everlasting role in the life of humans. The first was, undoubtedly, for food.  However, people began to realize that the horse had a greater potential to succeed in a much broader scope.  Soon horses became the main resource for daily transportation, work, and warfare.  A relationship that was forged over a period of some 10,000 years has given mankind the ability to grow, not just physically, but spiritually, as well.  Horses have not only assisted in the cultivation of this great land but they have, in many ways, cultivated the human heart.  As an old Arabian proverb once suggested, “the outside of a horse is often good for the inside of a man”.  (Hughes, 1996)


Mordecai Siegal, the author of twenty-one animal behavior and health related books offers the following narrative:


There was a time, not too long ago, when the horse was the most useful, the most necessary of all 
domestic animals.  Nothing moved without a horse to carry it, pull it, or draw it to its destination. 

Wars were won, new lands explored, and countries developed by men and women on horseback, or by horse-drawn vehicles.  All were transported one place to another by the ubiquitous horse.  


(Siegal,1996).


By this account and many others, it is evident that horses have played an integral part in our existence since their domestication. As wild horses began to move into more domesticated roles, it became abundantly clear that the usefulness of the horse for anything other than a food source would be directly related to how rapidly the bearing surface of the horse’s hoof would wear away.   When the horse was made to draw (pull wagons) or carry (mounted riders) on ordinary roads, the hoof wore more rapidly than the animal could produce it.  Some artificial protection soon became necessary and quite indispensable.  In most societies, this took place in the form of a strapped boot or an iron plate fastened without nails; simply termed a hipposandal.  Overtime, the makers of those iron shoes became known as ‘blacksmiths‘, workers of the iron. (Dollar, Wheatley, 1896)   


Undoubtedly, the role of the equine hoof care provider became the single-most powerful position to hold at that time.   To be able to shoe a horse well so that his owner could rely on him to perform the various tasks that would be bestowed upon him was of great value.  In 1842, the price of shoeing a horse was five dollars and it took a load of corn to pay for it.   It became common knowledge that “ a man knowing how to hammer iron could make more money than a member of Congress.”   Comparatively, a Congressman was earning approximately eight dollars per day.  This was considered a high wage for that time. (Butler, 1991)


As things evolved so did the interpretation of the role of the horse shoer/blacksmith.  It became increasingly important that the shoer/blacksmith know more about the growth and health of the equine foot.  Merely being an artist of the iron was not enough.  In a subtle way, the title of blacksmith began to be replaced with that of ‘farrier’. It has been suggested by certain scholars that in 1066 A.D. William the Conqueror of Normandy brought many horses to England during his invasion.  William fully recognized the importance of shoeing and appointed an overseer to control the quality of the craft of shoeing.  His name was Henry  de Farrariis.  To this day many believe that this is the origin for the term ‘farrier’.  With this influx of the farrier came considerable influence on the art of horseshoeing; not only in England but also throughout the world. (Hickman, Humphrey, 1988)


Through the centuries all our labors of war as well as those of peace and prosperity have been directly related to the soundness of our equine partner.  In certain terms, one might say that without the soundness of his feet we would have suffered defeat, as a society.  It wasn’t until 1941 that the U.S. Department of Defense declared our horses retired from military service.  Coincidently, this marked a change in our attitude towards our horses.  Today, horses are reliable as a partner for sport or recreation and they also serve as a symbol of our highest accomplishments.


 As we embark into the future, caring for the equine hoof should always remain a primary emphasis for all horse enthusiast and it is imperative that all farriers understand what the hoof is made of and how it can be maintained so that we may continue to rest on the feet of our horses and hopefully we will never take for granted the best partnership that mankind has ever had. 
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